
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

“Even today, Jesus is 

born of Mary and the 

Holy Spirit“. 

+ L.J. Cardinal Suenens 

 

Dear Friends, 
 

In this Newsletter nr 63, we want to emphasize two aspects of the Christian life, 
two aspects which, moreover, form a whole: Mary and the Holy Spirit. 
 

On one side there are the words of Cardinal Suenens in the booklet "Spiritual 
Journey. In Spiritu Sancto" (1987), and on the other side, there are the words of 
Pope Francis announcing a new commemoration to be celebrated in the Church on 
Whit Monday: "Mary, Mother of the Church.” 
 

This announcement by the Holy Father is very touching for  us because it is like a 
response to Cardinal Suenens' heartfelt desire that the renewal groups, opening 
themselves to the ecumenical groups, meet on Pentecost Monday. At the same 
time the Cardinal said that unity can not be achieved without the "Mother.” 
 

So? Can not we say that the announcement of Pope Francis can be considered a 
sign in this direction? 
 

On behalf of the FIAT team we wish you a beautiful month of Mary and a holy feast 
of the Holy Spirit, Pentecost! 
 

Cecile & Roger Matthys 
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[…] On the occasion of Holy Year in 1975, I had suggested to the Catholic Leaders 
of the Renewal that they come on pilgrimage to Rome, so that they could give 
proof of their Faith and their fidelity to the Church. Some prominent Protestants 
were invited to take part as well and came to Rome for the feast of Pentecost 
which thus took on a moving ecumenical dimension. 
Pope Paul warmly welcomed the 10.000 pilgrims, who came from diverse 
countries, and in his homily described the Renewal as “an opportunity both for 
the Church and for the world”.  […] 
 
[…] Today, the words of Paul VI which described the Renewal as “an opportunity 
for the Church” remain a wish only partially realized: the Grace offered has not 
been grasped at Church level - within the heart of the Church. 
Moreover, to interpret the Renewal as one “movement” among others is to 
misunderstand its nature: it is more a moving of the Spirit offered to the whole 
Church, destined to renew all aspects of the Church’s life. 
The soul of the Renewal - “baptism in the Spirit” - is a Grace of renewal destined 
for all Christians. It is not a question of a “Gulfstream” which warms coastlands 
here and there, but of a powerful current destined to reach the very heart of the 
country. […] 

 
Read the entire article on: www.associationfiat.com/blog/charismaticrenewal 
or send us a request to receive a copy. 

 
 
 
 

The charismatic Renewal - Cardinal Suenens 



 

 

 

 

 

Pope Francis institutes new celebration of Mary, Mother of the Church 

 

Pope Francis has decreed that the ancient devotion to the Blessed Virgin 

Mary, under the title of Mother of the Church, be inserted into the 

Roman Calendar. The liturgical celebration, ‘B. Mariæ Virginis, Ecclesiæ 

Matris’, will be celebrated annually as a Memorial on the day after 

Pentecost. 

In a decree released on Saturday by the Congregation for Divine 

Worship and the Discipline of the Sacraments, Cardinal Robert Sarah, its 

Prefect, said the Pope’s decision took account of the tradition 

surrounding the devotion to Mary as Mother of the Church. 

He said the Holy Father wishes to promote this devotion in order to 

“encourage the growth of the maternal sense of the Church in the 

pastors, religious and faithful, as well as a growth of genuine Marian 

piety”. “In fact the former [St. Augustine] says that Mary is the mother 

of the members of Christ, because with charity she cooperated in the 

rebirth of the faithful into the Church, while the latter [St. Leo the Great] 

says that the birth of the Head is also the birth of the body, thus 

indicating that Mary is at once Mother of Christ, the Son of God, and 

mother of the members of his Mystical Body, which is the Church”. 

The decree says these reflections are a result of the “divine 

motherhood of Mary and from her intimate union in the work of the 

Redeemer”. 

 

 
 

 

 

"Whatever the gift that you're willing to present to God, do not forget to entrust it to Mary, because grace goes back to the 

donor through the same channel that brought it. " 

(St Bernard, 12th century) 

The whole FIAT apostolate is based on voluntary work. However the running of the international secretarial office requires 

some funding. We are very often invited to offer reductions on costs for sending rosaries and various evangelization tools to 

economically weak countries. We are grateful for financial support. 

Bank Information: IBAN : BE15 0011 7774 7930  BIC : GEBABEBB 
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Read the entire article on :  

www.associationfiat.com/blog/mary

motherofthechurch     

or contact us to receive a copy. 
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