
Dear Friends of FIAT, 

We are already two-thirds into the Jubilee of Mercy, inaugurated 
by Pope Francis. There have been a lot of publications on 
this theme, very beautiful homilies, days of recollection, and 
retreats.

In line with this, we would like to enter into a deeper reflection 
with you about “God’s mercy flowing from his righteousness.” 
There are also two testimonies that can encourage us to be 
completely open to God’s grace in this special year: the grace 
that liberates us and leads us to happiness. Indeed, mercy is an 
inexhaustible grace flowing from the essence of the Father, the 
creator, and the source of love.

In recent months the question has regularly come to me: “And 
my place in all of this? What does this Jubilee year say for me, for 
my way of life, for my dealings with others, in my words, and in 
my actions?”

Besides texts that deepened my sense of charity, a reflection 
weekend around this theme particularly important to me. I 
was invited to make myself fully receptive to the grace of this 
Jubilee. With much humor, our priest leader introduced us to 
the works of corporal and spiritual mercy. I came to better 
understand that God really does not act like people; even though 
I sometimes tend to see him as a “great man”. In essence, God is 
totally different.

Canon Kristof Struys gives us an introduction in “God’s mercy in 
the service of his righteousness” and this from the biblical image 
of God.

Roger Matthys
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“Even today, Jesus is born of Mary and the Holy Spirit”.

L.J. Cardinal Suenens
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My heart recoils within me;  
my compassion grows warm and tender. (Hos. 11: 8)

Canon Kristof Struys - Episcopal Vicar Archdiocese of Mechelen-Brussels

With the promulgation of the “Jubilee of Mercy,” Pope Francis contemplates a growing awareness 
among the faithful that mercy is at the heart of the Christian image of God and of ecclesial 
charity. In numerous publications, homilies, but also in ordinary conversations or in pastoral 
initiatives, mercy is the central theme this year. Some people are a bit perplexed. They wonder: 
‘What about justice and righteousness?” Are mercy and justice sometimes pitted against each 
other? In this article I want to zoom in on the biblical image of God, in particular the relationship 
between mercy and justice.

Mercy grounded in holiness

The image of God of the Old Testament is 
ambiguous. One cannot deny that a rather 
violent image of God emerges in some passages. 
In the Old Testament there is an internal 
transformation and purification of the image 
of God moving in the direction of the New 
Testament. The Old Testament has wonderful 
testimonies of God’s mercy. A Hebrew word for 
mercy (hesed) refers to God’s unconditional care 
and closeness that transcends any human logic, 
merit, or expectation. Another Hebrew word for 
mercy (Rachamim / Rechem) means “innards / 
uterus / heart”. Mercy is God’s unconditional 
care and concern that moves beyond all human 
logic and has its roots in God’s “innards”: in the 
deepest divine dynamics active in God’s heart.

That God from his innermost being is so 
superhumanly compassionate, the Bible tells us 
is the grounded in God’s holiness. The Hebrew 
word for holiness (kados) literally means 
“demarcate, isolate.” The Holy is what is set 

apart by God from the secular, set aside. The 
Holy par excellence is God - He is the Other.

God’s empathy for salvation

The prophet Hosea testifies to a dazzling 
interplay between God’s holiness and God’s 
mercy. Hosea writes against the background of 
a growing disbelief among the people of Israel. 
God made a marriage covenant with the people, 
but Israel went to worship and celebrate the 
pagan god Baal. (Hos 2, 4-15). The infidelity of 
Israel arouses anger in God’s heart: He accuses 
Israel wants to pass judgment. And then we 
get this dramatic passage: “How can I give up 
on you, Ephraim? I will deliver you, will I not, 
Israel? How can I treat you like Admah? I can’t 
make you like Zeboim, can I? My heart stirs 
within me; my compassion also fans into flame!” 
(Hosea 11: 8).

According to human logic unfaithful people 
should be punished effectively. But in this 
prophecy of Hosea human logic does not fit. 
God’s holiness is the impetus and dynamism of 
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the event: “I am not a man, I am God, the Holy 
One in your midst.” The holiness of God is not 
in the order of a detached apathy. It is of the 
order of a captivating empathy which flows 
dynamically from all of God’s innerness: “My 
heart beats for you, from all my inner being.”

What about God’s righteousness?

With this consideration the question may 
once again arise in the minds of some people: 
“So what about God’s justice?” God gives the 
impression of being “soft” being a God who no 
longer challenges the demands of justice in his 
boundless mercy and even undermining it. God’s 
mercy seems very cheap. Any kind of judgment 
and related justice seems far away. If one is 
thinking of the vast amount of human guilt and 
suffering in the world, the question of God’s 
righteousness sounds even sharper. One asks 
for a reasonable answer. Further reflection on 
the image of God in the passage from Hosea can 
help us.

God’s mercy is God’s righteousness - a chance 
to repent

Theologically interpreted, the words of Hosea, 
“My heart stirs within me; my compassion also 
fans into flame!” do not demonstrate God’s 
weakness and inability; but rather his holy 
power to refrain, in his me, from a justified 
anger. God is powerful, in a way, to turn against 
himself, toward his mercy and away from strict 
justice. (Benedict XVI). God is empowered to 
turn from justifiable anger and to bend toward 
mercy, thus offering and providing people a new 
opportunity for repentance, a new opportunity 
to live according to the demands of justice.

On the basis of this reflection, one could build 
a reflection on God’s omnipotence and God’s 
own qualifications of omnipotence. For this 
contribution, we want to restrict ourselves to 
the conclusion that God’s mercy is absolutely not 
in contradiction to God’s righteousness. God’s 
mercy is exactly his justice - a justice which 
admittedly and repeatedly breaks through the 
armored human logic of guilt and against guilt, 
of revenge and counter revenge, releasing to 
new life. From his holiness God generates, from 
God self, a mercy that must be understood as 
an opportunity for repentance. In this way, God 
restores every person back to his  or her most 
original dignity and rights: to become children 
of God. God’s mercy is thus not cheap. It is 
grounded precisely in the service of God’s justice.

Jesus’ crucifixion and resurrection - God’s 
ultimate mercy and justice

In the New Testament, Jesus is called “the 
Holy One of God” (Mk 1, 24), or simply “blessed” 
(Lk 1, 35). He is “put aside” by and for God to 
realize God’s salvific will fully and finally. In him 
God’s holiness really became flesh and blood. 
Jesus’ life was a continuous path and way of 
love, in which the human person and his and her 
salvation is considered more important than the 
law. For religious and political authorities, this 
was a great threat. They could not find a place 
for this sort of love, because for them the law 
was far more important than a man or woman. 
But Jesus pushed on consistently, making love 
real because he was doing the will of his Father 
(Mt 26, 39). His consistent love brought him to 
the cross; In their one-sided love for the Law 
they could find no place for Jesus’ radical love 
for God and no place for the human person.
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And where was God’s justice in all this? God did 
not allow himself to be guided by a justifiable 
anger and punishment. He obviously did not put 
a halt to the loving way of Jesus, for it was his 
own way – being untrue to himself was not an 
option. (2 Timothy 2, 13). The crucifixion of Jesus 
is the place where God in a way turned against 
himself, his love, considering Jesus and his 
consistent love for humanity, against a strict 
punitive justice, like that of those who killed 

Jesus. Love triumphed: the love of God raised 
him from the dead. At the same time God shows 
his mercy by giving humanity the ultimate 
(eschatological) chance to repent. In fact, the 
human being is restored to its rightful place to 
live as a child of the Father: the ultimate chance 
to experience the demands of justice. God’s 
justice is thus at the service of his mercy. Mercy 
is at the service of justice. 

The entire FIAT apostolate relies on volunteer work.  
The functioning of the International Secretariat, however, 
requires adequate funding. Moreover, we are often asked 

to offer significant discounts in sending rosaries and other 
outreach materials to countries that are economically  

not well off. 

Any financial contribution will be gratefully accepted.  
Here are our bank details:

 
IBAN : BE15 0011 7774 7930 

BIC : GEBABEBB

“Regardless what gift you would you offer to God, do not forget to entrust it to Mary,  
because the grace to the donor flows back along the same path from which that grace has come.”

(St Bernard, 12th century)

nr 55  
September 2016



5

Newsletter  

Two witnesses

Indeed, once I was able to feel how God’s hand is so full of infinite delicacy and so overflowing in 
mercy and permits us to experience wonderful things. Sometimes in ordinary daily life, then again 
by the discovery of a beautiful heart, by reconciliations, and by the beautiful gift of nature ... All 
this has opened my eyes to this Holy Year of Mercy. Sometimes in a more intense than usual way 
of life, I am reminded that we are in a very particular kind of year and that this can be so fruitful if 
I put all in the hands of the Lord. To emphasize the endless richness of this Holy Year, I’d take the 
words of Psalm 89, which also were the words of the Apostle Peter (2 Pe 3,8): “For the Lord one day is 
as a thousand years and a thousand years as one day. “  

Sabine de V.

Mary, Mother of Mercy

Mary, Mother of Mercy. That motherhood is unique. The title has nothing to do with a performance 
by Mary. For me she is simply mother of mercy. Mary is that by virtue of her election by God to be 
the mother of Jesus. That’s her grace.

However, mercy is not from her, but not without her! Pope John Paul II expressed it twenty years 
ago, in 1993, in a short and powerful expression: “Mary is the Mother of Mercy because Jesus 
Christ, her Son was sent by the Father as a manifestation of God’s mercy.” (Encyclical Veritatis Splendor) 

Mercy is not just about searching for places for refugees. And filling empty lunch boxes for children 
at school. But found as well in even a simple greeting to someone who is not friendly. Mercy is not a 
reward we give to someone who “deserves” a word or a smile; but it is itself the first step, simply for 
the sake of meeting the needs of others, no matter who they are. That is certainly what we are told 
in the story of the Good Samaritan. 
Or as it is so clearly expressed in the Gospel: “What you’ve done for the least of mine, you did for 
me.” (Mt 25, 40). Mercy is thus more than solidarity.

It is no small thing that Pope Francis has entrusted this Holy Year explicitly to Mary. Blessed are we 
who can pray to such a mother: “Mother Mary, help me on my way to let God’s will be done in words 
and deeds of mercy - help me to follow your Son.”

Jürgen M.
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Works of corporal mercy

• give food to the hungry

• give drink to the thirsty

• clothe the naked

• welcome strangers

• assist the sick

• visit prisoners

• bury the dead

Works of spiritual mercy

• counsel the doubtful

• instruct the ignorant

• admonish sinners

• comfort the afflicted

• forgive insults

• endure troublesome people patiently 

• pray to God for the living and the dead
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